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/ to carrying out the above methods and in the articles set forth 
/ \vW)ut departing from the spirit and scope of the invention, 
/ it intended that ail matter contained in the above descrip- 
[ lion and shown in the accompanying drawings shall be 
interpreted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
I What isclaimed is: 

(Amended) A dental implant for insertion in the jaw 
bone of \ patient, comprising: 
an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surfaS generally transverse to said longitudinal 

axis \ 

' a boss extending from said proximal surface, said boss 
having a transvers\face, generally axial extended side 
surfaces, and a non-rXmnd cross section as viewed along 

said axis, \ . . . 

at least one indentation penetrating at least one of said 
proximal surface and said\ransverse face of said implant, 
said at least one indentation being adapted to engage an 
insertion devic * ^ at leastV™ protrusion of a dental 
prosthesis or *n abutment so to fix the position of the 
prosthesis or abutment re lative to\said implant. 

2. A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said non-round 
cross section is polygonal. 

3. An implant as in claim 1 wherein said non-round cross 
section is defined by said side surfaces and selected from the 
group consisting of a convex polygon, nonconvex polygon, 
a closed periphery of curved surfaces, and a closed periphery 
being a combination of curved segments and linear seg- 
ments. 

4; A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said non-round 
cross section is selected from the group consisting of gen- 
erally square, hexagonal, pentagonal, elongated rectangular, 
oval, triangular, star-shaped, trefoil shaped, trapezoid- 
shaped, rounded with fluting, polygonal with fluting, non- 
convex polygonal, and nooregular polygonal. 

5. An implant as in claim 1, wherein said side surfaces 
have flutes, said flutes being selected from the group con- 
sisting of internal flutes and external flutes. 

6. A dental implant as in claim 1, wherein said boss 
includes a plurality of protrusions from said proximal 
surface, said protrusions from said proximal surface con- 
sidered together providing said non-round cross section. 
J 7. A dental implant for insertion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 

an eloneated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse 10 said longitu- 
dinal axis, a boss extending from said proximal surface, 
said boss having a transverse face, axial extended side 
surfaces, and a non-round cross section as viewed 
along said axis, 
said non-round cross section being defined by said side 
surfaces and selected from the group consisting of a 
convex polygon, nonconvex polygon, a closed periph- 
ery of curved surfaces, and a close periphery that is a 
combination of curved segments and linear segments, 
wherein said boss includes a plurality of protrusions from 
said proximal surface, said protrusions from said proxi- 
mal surface considered together providing said non- 
round cross section. 
8. A dental implant as in claim 7 wherein said non-round 
cross section is selected from the group consisting of gen- 
erallv square, hexagonal, pentagonal, elongated rectangular, 
oval! triangular, star-shaped, trefoil shaped, trapezoid- 
shaped, rounded with fluting, polygonal with fluting, non- 
convex polygonal, and nonregular polygonal. 
/9. A dental implant for insertion in the jaw bone of a 
patient, comprising: 

an elongated body having a longitudinal axis and a 
proximal surface generally transverse to said longitu- 
dinal axis, a boss extending from said proximal surface, 
said boss having. a transverse face, axiaUy extending 
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side surfaces, and a non-round cross section as viewed 
along said axis, 
said non-round cross section being defined by said side 
surfaces and selected from the group consisting ol 
generally trefoil, quatrefoil, trapezoid, convex polygon- 
with noncongruent sides, nonconvex irregular polygon, 
nonregular polygon, tear-shaped convex, and nonrect- 
angular parallelogram cross sections. 

10 An implant as in claim 9, wherein said side surfaces 
have flmes said flutes being selected from the group con- 
sisting of internal flutes and external flutes. 

£ An implant as in claim 9, wherein said boss cross- 
section is asymmetric relative to said longitudinal axis. 

An implant a ^pmhly comprising: 
r.) a riental implant for insertion in the iaw bone of 

a nati pnV comprising: ..... A 

~ Ji Aan elongated hnrfv having ? longitudinal axis and 

a pm*imal^urfa ~ generally tran^^ tn said longitudinal 




axis, 



a dnss extendin g frnm said proximal surface, said 
ng aVansverse fa™, generally ^yial extended side 



5 b s^*ra^ as viewed ai °^ 

said axis \ 

ff=5 '"at least dee indentation pene trating at least one Of 

J eai H primal surf °v» «Hd transverse face of sa.d 

SJ 1122135311 m a dental Prost hesis nr abutment or impression 

Si jn - <J U^hment So said I "!*"*, uprising, at a 

n i drl that engage * imnlant. at least one protrus.on 

•™. in rhH- "" th said at 16331 °"° inHpntatlon 50 as t0 fix 

M "Lin of the -A "^thesis or abutment^ . 

= impression coping relative tnSaid implant. 

□ >f * _ 

J] f i n A dental implant for ins e rtion in the iaw bone of a 

f,] patient comprising: 

«W an elongated behaving a lo ngitudinal axis and a 

QJ pmvimal surface really transverse to said longitudinal / 

a ^ S " g h» c « evtenriino from proximal surface, said boss 
having a transve rse fare and generally axial extended side, 
s.,rfares and a square rross sectlon as viewed al0 " q 83 



axis. 



14 An imolant « in claim 13. further comprising at 
indentation oenetnting at least one of said prox.ma 
7^, and said transyp ~» *■"» of said ^Plan^ 
heinn adapted to engage a dental Prcjjgsjsja 
= a m C n as to fix t - r" ci,i ™ j* the P^^-^ 
ahiitment rela tive to said implant, -y 

•^L/ /<) A dental '"plant far inser""" the iaw bone of a 

A X Xpatient. comprising: . ... . . , 

C * elongated b ^Y havin0 a 'o™'* 1 " 11 " 31 axis and 3 

V P^vimaVs.irface or— "Y transverse to said longitudinal 

^a hnss\xtending frnm said proximal surface, said boss 
having a transVers - and generally axial extended side 

§ijlfa ^ast nnelnW "ti«n ppnetratino at least one of said 
Primal surface anrjv. " " transverse tare pf said implant 
Lh ,t least one i nH^tinn being adapted to engage an 
i=T .^mn device or a' one oromis^on of a den al 
-^H-cis nr abutment A,, tn fix the posrtion ofjhe 
ahutment or crown relative to &aid implant. 



